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which is usually conveyed to the mind of a Hindoo by the
word ' Dev,' is, first, indefinitely a dweller in any one of the
upper worlds, and, secondly, more particularly an inhabitant of
Swerga
It is to Shiva or Vishnoo alone that prayers are made for
that release from the continuing round of transmigration whieh
is called 'Moksh,' or emancipation In former days these
divinities were not opposed to each other ' The poet,1 says
Chund Bharot, at the commencement of his epic,
has celebrated the praises of Huree ,
In the same strain he has also extolled Hur
Who pronounces Eesh and Sham to be distinct,
That man will depart to Hell
Higher than the high is the great splendor1
Which pertains to Narayun
Never shall he approach it
Who reviles Muheshwur'
But in the present day no individual addresses himself to both
of these divinities He must hold to the one and reject the
other into a subordinate position Thus it is practically the
case that no Hindoo can apply the word Dev, in its sense of
God, to more than one being
Three hundred and thirty millions of Devs are, however,
spoken of in the Hindoo scriptures These are the occupants, at
one particular point of tune, of Swerga, the Paradise over
which Indra rules—they are so far, however, from being gods
that they are represented as envying those who precede them
in the attainment of emancipation,2 and it is only by straining
the term that the title of King of Immortals can be applied to
Indra ' These,' saith the Geeta, ' having through virtue
' reached the mansion of the King of the Soors feast on the
' exqwsite heavenly food of the gods (Devs) they who have
1 enjomd this lofty region of Swerga, but whose mrtue is exhausted,
' revisifythe habitation of mortals' 8 They are among those
transient things of the poet's—
Whose flow'rmg pnde, so fading and so fickle,
Short Time doth soon out down with his consuming sickle
1 Moksh, that is, higher than Swerga
* Vtde vol i, p 211
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